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Today we will cover:

1. What is the partnership between NourishNet and PGCFEC?
2. Why does this matter to you?
3. Who is it PGCFEC ChowMatch/FoodLoops tool for?
4. When can Food Providers join ChowMatch/FoodLoops?
5. How to join as Recipients? (Food Providers)
6. How to join as Volunteers? (Food Drivers)
7. Other NourishNet Educational Opportunities
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1.What is the NourishNet 
partnership with PGCFEC?
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Funded by the National Science Foundation NourishNet brings together a 
team of faculty, technical experts, students & external partners across the USA. 
(One of 7 Convergence Accelerator TJ teams addressing food and nutrition 
insecurity, rising diet-related diseases and climate resilience in Food Systems. 4
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Nourishment goal is to address food 
insecurity and reduce food waste by 

streamlining the distribution of surplus 
food for its highest and best use, while also 
educating consumers on waste prevention. 
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Optimize food surplus 
distribution

Electronic 
sensor 
for food 
Freshness

Drive behavior change

Decision-Making for food system resiliency 8
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PGCFEC Chowmatch 
participants will have the 
chance to “upgrade”  into 
FoodLoops for End Users
for free. 

A platform for pantry 
clients to search for 
available food 
preferences.
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2. Why does that matter to you?
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The Food Equity Council serves all PGC residents through 
policy & programmatic work 966,629 people. (50% are food 
insecure-CAFB).
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PGCFEC food rescue program rescued 308,794 lbs of 
food in 2023 (196% increase compared to 2022). 

We are revamping this program using ChowMatch 

https://hunger-report.capitalareafoodbank.org/report-2024/#:%7E:text=County%2Dlevel%20trends,rates%20this%20year%20than%20before.
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We can provide 
food pantry clients 

with additional fresh 
food from new 

Food Donors and/or 
streamline their existing 

donations
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3. Who is it PGCFEC 
ChowMatch/FoodLoops tool for?
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Food Donors:
● Food retailers of all sizes
● Restaurants, Eateries & Bakeries
● Farmers & Growers
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Food Recipients:
● Food Pantries of all sizes

● Faith & community orgs that distribute food
● Community Kitchens
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Food Clients. Individuals experiencing 
food insecurity using FoodLoops will be able to: 

● Map closest distributions 
● List food preferences & allergies
● Learn Food Waste Prevention Tips
● Get notifications as gleaning events, health 

clinic visits, toy drives and more!



4. When can Food Recipients 
join ChowMatch/FoodLoops?
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Available 
now! for                
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Coming soon!!!
November 2025

FoodLoops (Beta-testing)



5. How to join as a recipient?
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Food Recipients:
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Step 1: Go to ChowMatch.com

http://chowmatch.com


Food Recipients:
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Step 2: Go to Sign-up



Food Recipients:
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Step 3: create a password



Food Recipients:
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Step 4: select our county & 

type of account
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Step 4: You (Food Recipient)
will receive a verification email request 
in the inbox associated with this account 
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Step 5: Food 
Recipients will fill 
out one of these 
forms for your main 
distribution site.
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Receiving hours!

6am 2 pm
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● Trays - Default is 10 pounds per tray
● Boxes - Default is 40 pounds per box
● Pounds- the easiest way to go!
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Note: maximize your options open to increase 
your chances for a match. 
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Recipient Sign up cont...
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6. How to join as a volunteer?
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Food Drivers



All drivers need to sign up as 
volunteers to take the basic 
questionnaire in the System.
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Food Volunteers:
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Step 1: Go to ChowMatch.com

http://chowmatch.com


Food Volunteer:
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35

You can tailor/adjust your 
“runs” notification 

preferences as needed. 
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make sure your radius matched the 
furthest distance you are 
willing/needing to drive 

If you are also a recipient with 
various distribution locations keep 
this in mind!
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80% 
correct 
responses 
to pass!



Once a donor has food to donate via ChowMatch to 
suitable recipients the match will happen fast!

A volunteer driver would then need to sign up to pick 
up the food run, or Michele would assign the driver 
manually. 
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This is why we recommend to all 
recipients to register their more 
reliable drivers and have them 
listed as active volunteers, so 
Michele can list them to your 
regular match and to sporadic new 
matches.



Additional NourishNet 
educational resources & 
opportunities 
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1. Food product labeling
2. Food storage
3. Repurposing leftover
4. Meals away from home
5. Food shopping
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Ask for our FREE “Train the trainer” for 
Food Pantry staff!

Five main topics with 
flyers & videos in English 
& Spanish



Understanding food date labels 

English & Spanish
43

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzJNvkyywy8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rk1f-aHDRhA


Repurposing Leftovers

English & Spanish

44

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M03RzGrdgxU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9pkwpeJ6qk


Thank you! 
www.NourishNet.Co

@nourishnetumd
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http://www.nourishnet.co
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Q & A
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